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What is eWhat is e--waste?waste?
 Definition varies
 Loosely applied to consumer and 

business electronic equipment that is 
near or at the end of its useful life

 Commonly includes computers, 
televisions, VCRs, printers, copiers, 
fax machines as well as DVD and 
MP3 players
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Why is eWhy is e--waste an issue?waste an issue?

 Fast growing waste stream
 Contains hazardous materials
 Some components have value
 Increased environmental 

awareness
 Confidentiality issues
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How big is the problem?How big is the problem?

892,060 PCs sold per 
year

Computer TakeBack 
Campaign (2007)

61.1 million PCs sold 
per year

1,942 PCs discarded 
per day

Computer TakeBack 
Campaign (2003)

133,000 PCs 
discarded per day

292,000 TVs sold per 
year

Consumer Electronics 
Association (2004)

20 million TVs sold 
per year

60,144 tonsU.S. EPA (FY06)2.9 million tons (1.2% 
of MSW generated)

S.C.*SourceNationally

*calculated from national numbers
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EndEnd--ofof--life Optionslife Options
Waste Prevention

– Upgrading or repairing
– Leasing 
– EPEAT (www.epeat.net)

Donation (Reuse)
Recycling
 Treat as hazardous waste
Non-hazardous waste determination
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RecyclingRecycling

Manufacturer or retailer take-back 
programs

 Local government collection programs
 Recycling companies
 State-term contract
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www.scdhec.gov/recycle
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S.C. ProgramsS.C. Programs
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Recycling Market ResourcesRecycling Market Resources
 Smart Business Recycling Program
 Local governments
 Recycling companies
 Index of Waste Minimization Resources

www.scdhec.gov/eqc/admin/html/wmrindex.html

 S.C. Materials Exchange
www.scdhec.gov/scme
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EE--waste Legislationwaste Legislation
 New Jersey (2008)

 Virginia (2008)

 West Virginia (2008)

 Oklahoma (2008)

 Missouri (2008)

 Rhode Island (2008)

 Hawaii (2008)

 Illinois (2008)

 50 bills dealing with e-waste 
introduced in 2008

 California (2003)

 Maine (2004)

 Maryland (2005)

 Washington (2006)

 Minnesota (2007)

 Oregon (2007)

 Texas (2007)

 Connecticut (2007)

 North Carolina (2007)
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Four Basic QuestionsFour Basic Questions

What is included?
Who is included?
 How is it financed?
 How are items collected?
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Components of a Components of a 
Successful ProgramSuccessful Program

 Convenient and simple
 Public education
 Free of cost at end-of-life
 Incorporate existing recyclers
 Reuse and export issues addressed
 Goals/measurement
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S.C. PerspectiveS.C. Perspective
 Previous legislative attempts

– SB 178 (2005)
– HB 4510 and SB 1132 (2006)
– HB 3392, HB 3398 and SB 169 (2007)
– HB 3392, HB 3398 and SB 169 (2008)

What’s next ??
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National EffortsNational Efforts

 Federal e-waste concept paper 
and legislation

 Export agreements/restrictions
 Standards for e-waste recyclers
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More InformationMore Information

Eric Melaro
melaroew@dhec.sc.gov

1-800-768-7348

Clyde Buchanan
buchanca@dhec.sc.gov

(803) 896-4136


